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We are on a roll, another Newsletter already!   Miracles DO happen !!!
We have so many ship drawings that are partly completed, but with the large volume of work never seeming to slacken off,  
Rhonda has “ordered” Adrian to take time off to finish a batch of these.

NEW PLAN - M.V. “KRAIT”.
We are starting with the drawings for which we get most requests. These have been hanging around for years, rolled up in 
boxes in the store room. The first one, completed a short while back, is the famous WWII Australian Commando Vessel 
“Krait”.
She is currently preserved in Sydney at the Australian National Maritime Museum, on loan from the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra.  This amazing little vessel achieved far more than her small size and humble appearance would lead 
one to believe.  We can’t do justice to all her exploits with the space available here, but following is a brief overview.
She was built originally as the Japanese fish carrier “Kofuku Maru” at the Hamagami Shipyard, Nagahama, Japan in 1934.
Her overall length was just under 70’ 0” and during her war service, her displacement was listed as 68 tons (gross).  
“Krait” was named after a small venomous snake and commissioned on April 5th. 1944.
“Krait” was used by special forces in WWII and was involved in a number of notable voyages, including the civilian 
evacuation of Singapore in 1942.  “Operation Jaywick” was her most famous role, when in 1943 she transported 14 soldiers 
and sailors from Exmouth Gulf to within 20 miles of Singapore, where she dropped off three canoe teams of Special “Z 
Force” Commandos who entered Singapore Harbour at night and with magnetic limpets, destroyed nearly 40,000 tons of 
Japanese shipping.  In 1964 she was dedicated as a Floating War Memorial and in 1985 was purchased by the Australian War 

Memorial in Canberra.  
The drawings show “Krait” in her “Operation Jaywick” appearance and colour scheme.
These have changed over the years, but we wanted to draw her as accurately as possible for her famous role and this has 
taken over 8 years to accumulate appropriate material for us to be confident in releasing these drawings. 
(Continued on Page 2)
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“Krait” continued:

Over this time we were able to source many historical documents, reports, drawings, logs and eyewitness accounts of 
her wartime exploits.

We need to thank a number of people who assisted with valuable documentation and advise.
Good friend and master model maker, Wayne Masters, gave us all his research files on the vessel.  A number of years 
ago, Wayne was commissioned to do what has become the “definitive” model of “Krait” for the Australian War 
Memorial. 
“Krait’s” curator at the Australian National Maritime Museum in Sydney, David Payne, also contributed valuable 
information including the complete table of offsets for the hull lines, taken off the boat in the 1970’s. (We had been 
searching for this for years and not able to find them.) Although we had an old lines drawing, this was a most useful 
check on the accuracy of this old drawing.  David also assisted us with other useful information.  Many thanks.
Another good friend and multi-award winning model maker, David Glasson from Sydney, also was most helpful.
David has worked on the restoration of the actual vessel and knows its construction inside out.

The drawing is a large two sheet set consisting of Lines and General Arrangement, including Rig plan and various 
sections throughout the superstructure.  The drawings are at 1:24 scale, giving a model length of approx. 850mm and 
the two sheet set is priced at $45.00 plus P&P if required.

We are now back working on the drawings for the old Victorian Coastal Trader “Casino”, wrecked in a storm at 
Apollo Bay in 1932, as we have a queue waiting for its completion. Once again many people have provided valu-
able research material enabling historically accurate drawings to be achieved.  Will let you all know when this set is 
complete.

Two pictures of Wayne’s superb model of “Krait” 
commissioned by the National War Memorial.
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MODEL BOAT EXHIBITION
Queenscliff Maritime Museum Victoria
This much anticipated event, as mentioned in our last newsletter, has now come and gone and what a great 
time everyone had. We know that many of our readers attended this event and all the reports we have had have 
been most positive. With close to 100 models on display from numerous Clubs and Societies, the variety and 
standard of workmanship demonstrated to the large crowds the best that this hobby can offer. Both static and 
working models were on display in the large building shed and on the “lake” outside.  The organisers are to be 
congratulated on a wonderful job. It was heartening to see so many interested young people in the crowd. Even 
with all the technology to distract them, there are still very creative kids out there interested in model boats..!



48c Wantirna Road Ringwood Vic 3134 Australia   Ph: (61 3) 9879 2227   Fax: (61 3) 9879 3647
Email: info@floataboat.com.au     www.floataboat.com.au

MODEL MARITIME NEWS
October 2016

Page 4 of 5

Queenscliff Model Boat Exhibition continued:

COMO GARDENS RE-SCHEDULED
We have been notified that this event planned for this weekend 15th & 16th Oct. has been re-scheduled due to 
unseasonal wet weather leading up to the event. It has now been moved to Nov. 12th and 13th.
A great weekend for the whole family and assisting with local charities at  the same time. 
Lots of model boats on the lake, a vintage car musuem, miniature train rides running all day and acres of gardens and 
rain forest to walk through. Even picnic areas for those so inclined although there is food available on site. 
You can find more out on their website:     http://www.comogardens.com.au  Put the new dates in your diary now..
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LAKE GOLDSMITH STEAM RALLY
Always a good event for those interested in steam and old machinery. 
One of the largest and best steam festivals in Australia, it also has a good 
showing of model boats on the purpose built lake - many of them powered 
by live steam. 
This year it is held on the 
last weekend of October 
29th & 30th 2016. From 
Melbourne, you bypass 
Ballarat and turn South at 
Beaufort and follow the 
signs to Lake Goldsmith.
This will be the 108th 
rally and for further 
information, go to their 
website at:
www.lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au

FITTINGS FOR MINI YACHTS
For the last 30 plus years, we have stocked a comprehensive range of yacht fittings for the standard racing classes.
Over the last few years a new trend of small racing classes (such as the RG 65 and Micro Magic, etc.) along with 
many small kits for fun boats, has created a need for a range of smaller fittings for either the updating of existing 
boats or for the skipper who wishes to build these smaller boats from scratch.
We now have a range of fittings to suit many of these boats below the size of an I.O.M. 
From keels, rudders, ballasts, goosenecks, spars and a multitude of other bits and pieces, there is sure to be 
something which you will find 
useful.
These are very high quality 
fittings, unlike some which 
we have seen which can 
often fail when the boats 
are hard-pressed.
Not a good outcome for a 
racing skipper..!
Please contact the shop for 
further information, including range and prices.
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