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WE ARE OPEN  
The Question “Are we open” has been asked many times of late as we have been in “lockdown” in Victoria, but although we 
couldn’t open the shop to walk-in customers due to the restrictions that were in place, we have been extremely busy with our 
mail order section. The good thing is that mdellers have had time to do their projects.
We are now able to have customers through the door but we do have restrictions as to how many at a time.
There has been a change of opening hours, they are now Tuesday to Friday, 10am to 5pm.
Please phone or visit during these hours. We look forward to making normal contact again after all this time.

“THE MAID OF SKER”
Arguably, “The Maid of Sker” is second only to the P.S. “Lucinda” as the most notable Queensland vessel.  It is interesting 
that both were built in the same year, but on opposite sides of 
the world.
“The Maid of Sker” was built in Brisbane in 1884 by Evans, 
Anderson, Phelan and Co. for Charles Humphrey Philpott, a 
sugar planter from Nerang at a cost of 1,800 pounds.
Many people refer to this preserved vessel as “Maid of Sker” 
but it was registered on March 23 1885 as “THE Maid of 
Sker”
An iron paddle steamer on registered dimensions of 74.8 x 17 
x 5.25 ft. she was unusual in that her engines and boiler were 
both positioned on the main deck.
She worked the southern coast and rivers, transporting sugar, 
timber and passengers from her early days until 1950 when 
her machinery was removed and she then worked as a gravel 
barge for a number of years on the Brisbane river until retired in 1974.
Her most famous owners were the Kleinschmidt family who operated her for many years and in 1984 donated the hull to the 
Gold Coast City Council for preservation.
She now sits in Bischoff Park at Nerang, re-fitted with a superstructure and Paddle Boxes reminiscent of her working days.
In 2015, a Conservation Management Plan was prepared for the Council by Cosmos Archaeology Pty. Ltd. who proved to be 
of great assistance with much of our research.
As with many old working vessels, she 
underwent numerous refits which changed her 
general arrangement appearance a number of 
times.
We have drawn her as she appeared in early life 
through the 1880’s, as we feel that this was the 
period she looked her best.
The highly detailed drawings are at 1:24 scale 
and are presented on two large sheets.  
Lines, Deck Plans, General Arrangements and 
Details.                       Plan Number  -  SP 314 A and SP 314 B.                  Price per set is $55.00.   Postage extra if required.
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P.S.“NELL”

The latest drawing off the board is of a paddle steamer with a most varied and interesting career.

A double ended, wooden vessel with dimensions of 85.3 x 16.4 x 6.3 ft. 
built at Blackwall, Brisbane Water, N.S.W. by Rock Davis 
in 1878, she spent her early years as a Sydney Harbour 
ferry operated by the North Shore Steam Ferry Co.   In 
1883 “Nell” was sold to Edwin James of Bairnsdale for 
trading on the Gippsland Lakes in Victoria.
However, on her delivery voyage, she was beached at 
Gabo Island while sheltering from a storm.  Repaired over 
many months, she was re-floated again in August 1884 
and towed to Lakes Entrance by the “Nemisis” although 
she grounded again after crossing the bar.  Taken to 
Bairnsdale, she was rebuilt on slightly larger dimensions 
of 85.8 x 16.9 x 6.3 ft. and fitted with a new wood fired 
marine boiler manufactured by Anderson, Campbell and 
Sloss of Melbourne.  She was also re-registered in Melbourne.

P.S. “Nell” traded around the Gippsland Lakes for a number of years 
as well as working on the Snowy River when sold 
to the Snowy River Shipping Co. in 1890.
She was sold again in 1896 for the Tasmanian 
North-West coastal trade but was in bad repair 
and after refits at Devonport and Launceston, 
was returned to Melbourne for sale.
In 1897, her new owner removed the machinery 
and converted her to sail with a ketch rig.  Her 
name changed to “Festina” in 1898 and for a 
number of years she traded out of Hobart as well 
as trading between Hobart and Port Phillip.
In April 1931 she was unable to find freight in 
Hobart and was laid up until finally broken up in 
December of that year.

Our drawings show her as re-built and re-fitted for the Gippsland Lakes trade in 1885.

Scale 1:24 on two very detailed large sheets and showing Lines, Deck Plans, General Arrangements and Details.  
Plan Number  SP 315 A and SP 315 B.
Price per set - $55.00     Postage extra if required.


