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WELL INTO THF, NEW YEAR AND LOVING IT

2014 has been a very good year so far and it is so great to see many new modellers starting on this most
creative hobby of ours. There are quite a few events coming up which may be of interest and these are
mentioned at the end of the newsletter.

Please note: for those customers who send orders by fax, we have a new fax number. (03) 9879 3647

NEW PLAN RELFASFE
P.S. “ALEXANDER ARBUTHNOT”

This drawing has been a long time coming - 9 years in fact! It was started when we had the store in
Camberwell. It’s not that Adrian is a desperately slow draughtman but it has not been on the drawing board all
that time and a few other jobs have jumped ahead of it on a number of occasions. Anyway, the end is here and
the drawings portray the boat as in March 2005.

The famous Paddle Steamer “Alexander Arbuthnot” was built for the Arbuthnot Sawmill at Koondrook in
1916 as a barge. She was named after the Sawmill’s Founder.

In 1923 she was fitted with an engine and superstructure. The engine was built by Ruston & Hornsby of
England and had previously been used in a boat called “Glimpse”.

The boat worked at the mill transporting logs from the forest to the mill until the 1940’s when it was replaced
by the P.S.“Hero” and then on-sold to charcoal producers at Barmah. In 1947 she sank and was raised by hard
working volunteers in 1972 to be displayed at the Internatioanl Village Theme Park at Shepparton in Victoria.
Eventually in 1989 she was purchased by the Port of Echuca for restoration and is now one of the major
attractions at the Port which is home to the largest fleet of paddle steamers in the world.

The “A.A”. (as she is locally known) is quite special, as she is the last paddlesteamer to be built as a working
boat on the Murray River during the riverboat trade era.

She now carries 47 passengers per trip and has over 25,000 visitors a year.

That’s a lot of tickets to tear of the roll.!!!!

Our plan is drawn on two
large sheets and is to our

usual 1:24 scale making it
suitable as a working model. &

Hull length 970mm.

The set, SP-312A and
SP-312B will cost $55.00
plus P&P if required.
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P.S. “ALEXANDER ARBUTHNOT?” continued

Some pictures of the 1:1 scale “Alexander Arbuthnot” as a working boat and in its restored condition as a tourist
steamer at Echuca.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TRFEASURE..
PADDLF, WHEFL NEWS.

Over the last year or so, there has been difficulty getting supplies of these most useful
items. We are pleased to report that this is no longer the case.

Currently there is a new, updated range being manufactured and already we have the
P.S. “Adelaide” and the P.S. “Pevensey” paddle wheel kits in the shop. Almost ready
are the P.S. “A.A” and the P.S. “Emmylou” and we are taking orders for them now. All
wheels are at 1:24 scale and fit our paddle steamer drawings perfectly. The price of the
stocked ones is $135.00 for each kit and the price on the others will be advised once we
have them in store. The kits provide all the computer cut components required to build a
pair of wheels which only require easy assembly using the step-by-step illustrated instructions. The time saved
when compared to building your own scratch built paddles is truly amazing!

“SHIPWRIGHT”

Many customers have been asking when the Annual “Shipwright” is due for 2014. We have been advised that
it will be released in July and we will let you know when they arrive. If you would like to order ahead, as many
have already done, you are welcome to do so and we will add you to the list.

RADIO CONTROLLED RACING SAILBOATS

This book, published by Traplet in the UK has been around for a number of
years now. It is written by Chris Jackson, a past editor of Marine Modelling
Internatioal magazine.The book has now been revised and brought up to date and
is now presented as a “bookazine” which gives it the appearance of a very thick
magazine. The best part for most customers is the price - a fraction of the original
book. It is extremely good value, in full colour, well written with much good
information for anyone wanting to get into R/C yachts. Even the experienced
skipper can gain a lot of information from its pages. Priced at $14.50

BLOCKS - With a difference.

We have carried these wooden blocks for a long time and they are easily seen in
our display at the shop, but for those ordering from our catalogue, they are not
listed and therefore many of you may not be aware of them.

They do not match the blocks provided in kits but if you are scratch building or
want to replace the blocks in a kit for something more accurate, these are the ones
for you.

They come in single, double and triple blocks, beautifully finished ready for
stropping and roving your running rigging. The visual difference they make is
amazing.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / EVENTS OF INTEREST

ANNUAL REGATTA - St. George Model Boat Club, Sydney

Sunday May 4th 2014 - 10am to 3.00pm

This regatta will be held at Scarborough Park, Barton Street, Monterey. Opposite Botany Bay. Many types of model
boats will be running and on display. Lunch and refreshments will be available. There will also be a Raffle with great
prizes. If you require further information please contact Greg Turek at - gregoryturek@optusnet.com.au

STAMFORD PARK MODFIL BOATING GROUP - Melbourne, Victoria

A fairly new group of model boating enthusiasts get together informally once a week to enjoy sailing model boats. The
longer term aim is utilize a purpose-built lake being built nearby as part of the development of the new Stamford Park
precinct in the Knox City Council area.

Meanwhile, they meet for yacht racing on Thursday afternoon from about 2.00pm to approx. 4.00pm, and Wednesday
from 9.30 for a couple of hours at the Hill Lake in Rowville. Suggested parking would be on Superior Avenue, near
Bridgewater Way. The club extend an invitation to any visitors or sailors who would like to come and check it out.
Enquiries, please contact Rod Thompson on (03) 9763-1929 or 0458-116-101 or email - rodthomp9 @gmail.com

BENDIGO MODEL BOAT SQUADRON

News of another new boat group starting at Bendigo, also in Victoria.

The Bendigo Model Boat Squadron has begun by working with the Salvation
Army’s “Men’s Shed”. The Men’s Shed have been especially encouraging to
the men as they learn to construct the yachts “Wee Nip” and “Star Baby”. They
hope to join with other Mens Sheds for some inter-club sailing.

All vessels are welcome and if you are in the area and have a boat or would like
to build a boat, you are welcome to contact Noel Andersen on (03) 5441 5002
or email him on - noelanne2@bigpond.com

‘Star Baby’ yachts ready to go.
Noel’s Nursery!

COMO GARDENS OPEN DAY
Sunday April 12th and 1 3th.
79 Basin - Olinda Road, The Basin, 3145 Victoria.

As we have often mentioned in newsletters in the past, Como Gardens is a private garden in outer Melbourne which
is opened twice a year to the public with the proceeds going to charity. Amongst many other activities, including the
Car Museum, many Model Boats will be on display and operating on the lake. For more information please go to the
Como Gardens site at - www.comogardens.com.au
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LOVE LORNEF, - 3rd Annual Model Boat Regatta.

Saturday 12th April 2014 to be held at Swing Bridge, Erskine River, Lorne, Victoria, from 10am - 12.30pm

Free for spectators. $5.00 to enter and sail a boat. Sign up on the day and bring your own boat or borrow one from
the “Lorne Lovers”. Began as a kids event but now popular and open to all ages. Sounds like a fun family day.
For more information contact Peter Spring - peter.spring@ gmail.com

SURREY PARK M.B.C. 25th ANNIVERSARY

On Sunday 16th. February 2014 the Surrey Park Model Boat Club in Victoria celebrated 25 years of
Incorporation. The club was actually formed a year earlier in 1988 but a lot of ground work had to be done over
the next 12 months and finally it was time for Incorporation. The club has continued strong growth and today can
boast, arguably, the best facilities in Australia.

The celebration event was well attended by members and friends with Overton Catering providing for the inner
man (and woman). Special guests were the Hon. Anna Burke, Federal Member for Chisholm, Councillor Sharon
Ellis, Mayor of the City of Whitehorse and 95 year old Doug Merrie, the club’s first President who guided us
through the early days. Doug came up from Mornington where he now lives in retirement.

Doug and Adrian, as foundation members, spoke about the club’s beginings and their early involvement.

The Mayor presented Doug with a framed Certificate of Appreciation recognising his dedicated work in the club’s
formation. When speaking with Anna Burke after the speeches, she commented on her admiration of the club and
termed it the best “Men’s Shed” | i '
she had ever seen!! Good
praise indeed.
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