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It only seems like yesterday that we were looking forward to the New Year. 2013 has been a very good year for 
us but it has gone so quickly.  We are now looking forward to Christmas and a break.  We would like to thank 
each person who has visited the shop or phoned and emailed us over the past year. Without you, we would not 
be here and we would not have had the pleasure of getting to know you.
Please note that Float-a-Boat will close for our Christmas break from mid-day on 
Saturday 21st of December and reopen on Tuesday 14th January 2014.

NEW PLAN RELEASE - P.S. “WILCANNIA”
Another in our series of Australian inland water Paddle Steamers.  We can all be proud of our unique paddle 
steamer heritage, so much of which is still preserved in towns and settlements all along the Murray River.
The “Wilcannia” unfortunately no longer exists as she was broken up many years ago and her timbers used to 
build a cattle yard at Mundoo Island in Sound Australia. However, she was a magnificent vessel with a length 
of 107.3 ft, breadth of 18.2 ft and a depth of 7.5 ft. Her gross tonnage was 143 and her net tonnage 99.
She was powered by a 25 Hp twin cylinder steam engine built by Horwood and Ellis from Adelaide.
Her builder was Frank Potts and she was built in 1875 at Langhorne Creek near Milang, South Australia.
“Wilcannia’s” main claim to fame was that her barge “Crowie”, was the largest vessel in the history of the 
river.  This gigantic creation was built in 1911 by David Milne at Goolwa, South Australia.   She was nearly 
half as long again than her tow boat “Wilcannia” at 151.7 ft., just a whisker under 30 ft in breadth and with a 
depth of 7.9 ft. With a tonnage double that of “Wilcannia”, at 290 tons,, she could certainly carry a big load.
There are several interesting surviving photos of a sunken“Wilcannia” and the process of raising her.  She was 
then taken to Goolwa for a refit and strengthening of her structure.  
The drawings have been prepared at our usual scale of 1:24 giving a hull length of approx. 54” (1375mm).
The drawing consists of two 
large sheets, consisting of 
lines, general arrangement, 
bow and stern elevations 
and plenty of detail to 
produce a first class model.                  
The set,  SP311A and SP311B 
will cost $65.00 plus P&P if 
required.
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“WILCANNIA” - Continued.
Several windows into history, showing “Wilcannia” at different stages in her life.  The bottom photo shows her 
pulled up beside the huge “Crowie” barge.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE.

“MAKING MODEL YACHT SAILS” - Larry Robinson
Tucked away in a corner of the bookshelf are several copies of 
this book on the making of competition racing sails. As many of 
you know Float-a-Boat supplies both ready-made sails and the 
materials to build your own sails.  
 It is not a book for the raw beginner as it is fairly technical, 
but as your sail making skills develop, it will answer all the 
questions a budding sail maker is likely to ask.
It is without doubt the best book on the subject available at this time.
The book costs $29.00 plus P&P if needed.

NEW CARD MODEL - Sydney Harbour Ferry “Lady Herron”.
This 1 : 100 model is a part of Sydney just as the Opera House and the Harbour Bridge. Thousands of tourists 
cross the Harbour on board this vessel to visit Taronga Zoo, as well as taking in the views of the beautiful 
harbour.
“Lady Herron” was built by the Carrington Slipway in Newcastle 
and delivered in 1979, being one of the Lady Class vessels.  The 
ferry is constructed of steel and is 38.71 metres in length (W.L) 
with a breadth of 9.38 metres and draught of 2.06 metres. She 
can carry up to a maximum of 557 people, incl. a crew of three 
(the Master, Engineer and general purpose hand). 

The model shows its appearance before 2012 with the former 
logo of “Sydney Ferries”.
This model (length 41.8 cm) can be build in either a simplified 
or more detailed version.  A laser cut set with smaller or more 
fragile parts such as bollards and davits is available. The model is 
printed in digital offset on 13 A4 sheets of different thicknesses.
An extensive English description with diagrams is included.
The Card kit costs $36.50 and the optional Laser Cut set $35.00.

A great companion model to the other Sydney Ferry kit “Golden 
Grove” which we also have in stock.
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MODEL BOATS “WINTER SPECIAL” 2013 
Close on the heels of the “World of Model Boating” Special is the “Model 
Boats Winter Special” for 2013.  Unfortunately we only have a few left as it 
has been very popular but more are on the way. 
If you like to collect these special editions  be sure to get in touch before they 
are sold out.  The Publisher reports that they now have no more !!!
The cost is $10.95 if you are able to come to the shop or if you would like it 
mailed, the cost would be $13.95.

TASK FORCE 72 - Annual Regatta

This weekend sees a special 
regatta for the Task Force 72 
group. If you are in the area, I 
know they would be pleased to have you visit.
Date: 30/11/2013 - 01/12/2013 
Time: 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Location: Wentworth Falls Lake, Sinclair Crescent, Wentworth 
Falls.   Fleet Base Headquarters.

.


