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Just a quick catch up with you all as we haven’t had the opportunity to do a newsletter so far this year.

Thanks to you all, we have been extremely busy but it does mean that some things have had to slide and the newslet-
ter, unfortunately, has been one of them. We continue to be most grateful to each of you for your continued support for
Float-a-Boat.

A few bits and pieces that might be of interest to you......

MODEL BOAT MAGAZINF, SPECIAL- 65 years!

The publisher’s pre-release states the following:
“2015 marks the 65th anniversary of the original publication of “Model Maker”, the predecessor to “Model Boats”. 100
packed pages of modelling hints and tips from experts and model builders. FREE full size plan of a Scottish vehicle ferry
inside”.

It is interesting to see that there will be an article on the life of Vic Smeed who edited the magazine for many years. He was
also a prolific designer and no doubt, many of you reading this will have built a Vic Smeed design at some stage in your
modelling career. Many of his plans are still published and we would have most of these in stock.

Back in August 2014, Model Marine News commented on
Adrian’s collection of Model Boats magazine going back the
" [ FREESSTRASE™ o
Three more issues have been added to the collection leaving

only one gap to fill, that being the January 1951 issue.

If anyone has a spare one lying around, we would be most
interested to hear from you.

It is fascinating to go back and read these early additions and
get an appreciation of what modelling was about in the
early days.

You basically made everything yourself and this gave a
wonderful education in working with all sorts of tools and
materials.

We have illustrated the
covers of the magazines

at each end of the time

span. Model Maker of Dec.
1950 and the cover of the
Anniversary Special almost
65 years later.

We have good stock of these
which have just arrived from
the U K.

Price for the Special will be
$14.00 plus P&P if required.
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RHONDA’S HIDDEN TREASURES

MTRONIKS SPEFD CONTROL

Mtroniks has recently anounced the introduc-
tion of a new range of fully waterproof ESC'’s,
covering the Voltage range of 12 to 24 Volts.
This means that there is now an ESC for
practically every boating requirement.

Not only is it suitable for SLA’s and NiMH but also supports Lipo
cells for those who prefer to use these.

With limited space available here it is not possible to list all the
features but for those interested, a quick trip to the Mtroniks website
will give you complete data.

Prices will vary depending on the amperage, so please call for
individual pricing.

JAPARA SAIL CLOTH
Following many requests from our customers building Classic Yachts, we have decided to stock
Japara Cotton Cloth to enable authentic sails to be made for these boats.

Japara has been used for many years as the fabric of choice for the top racing boats in the early to
mid twentieth century. We even have some old model yachting books in the archives, dating back
before the 1920’s which mention that Japara was used in Australia whereas other fabriics, such as
Egyptian cotton was used on the racing yachts in the UK.

Over the years Float-a-Boat has restored many “Balmain Bugs” which
used to race in Sydney and where the sails had survived, many of these
were made from Japara.

Roll width is quite wide at 160cm and it is sold by the lineal metre.
Remember that when you cut sails from a woven fabric, the selvedge is - )
always parallel with the leech of the sail.
The price per metre is $13.50
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PICS FROM THF, FEBUARY 2015 WOODFN
BOAT FF.SIVAIL - Hobart, Tasmania, Australia

From the old to the new, the small to the large. Sailing ships to Warships. Something for everyone. Model talk
and visits to the “May Queen”. We promised a few pics for those who couldn’t make it. To entice you for 2017!
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