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HAPPY CHRISTMAS

Once again another year has come to an end. 
We would like to thank you for contributing to a most successful year with lots of growth within the business and many more 
potential modellers being introduced to a fascinating pastime.
We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a most enjoyable 2019.
HOLIDAY BREAK:  Float-a-Boat will close at 5pm on Friday 21st December and will re-open 
10am Tuesday 29th January. 

RELEASE OF NEW PLAN
Continuing on with the old ships of the Gippsland Lakes, we are 
pleased to introduce one of the most famous vessels to operate 
in that area. She was known by several names which can cause 
confusion, but she was registered as “T. Norton” however many 
people called her “Thomas Norton”  or more commonly “Tommy 
Norton”.  All names refer to the same paddle steamer.

P.S. ”T.Norton” 
Built in Melbourne in 1859 by W & G White for Robert Dyason and Thomas Norton, ship owner, after whom she was 
named.
She was a wooden paddle steamer and worked around Port Phillip Bay for several years mainly as a tender between Queen’s 
Wharf and P&O Steamers anchored in the bay. In 1860 she ran hourly excursions from Railway Pier to the famous 
S.S. “Great Britain” on one of her several visits to Melbourne. 
A vessel of 27 tons she measured 62.9 x 12.5 x 5.5 ft. and was fitted with a 20 nhp high pressure steam engine made by John 
Sinclair of Melbourne.
An interesting aside, is that she was used to rescue the Roberts and Duncan families from their houses in South Melbourne 
during the severe floods of 1863.
She was sold to the Gippsland Lakes Navigation Co. Ltd. in 1864 and used mainly as a tug, towing vessels across the 
dangerous bar at Lakes Entrance. Occasionally she was hired for excursions on the Lakes.
After quite an adventurous life on the Lakes, she was wrecked on the bar in October 1877 after piloting the P.S. “Murray” 

and “Nowra” out to sea. She broke up in the surf with the last five people on board, 
rescued the following day.
Modelling the “T. Norton” would not be a complicated task as she is fairly simple 
in layout and yet posessing a real air of authority, typical of many work boats of 
the mid 1800’s.
Our drawing consists of a single large sheet containing full Lines, General 
Arrangements and Sections, all to the scale of 1:24.
You can order with drawing numbers SP-217A Lines / Elevation & SP-217B Deck 
plan and sections.  The set of plans costs $45.00 plus P&P if required.
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THE COLONIAL SCHOONER “GIPSY” 

Back when we were full-time ship modellers, researching and constructing models for Museums and collectors, we 
would sometimes get work from other modellers wanting us to research a particular vessel and prepare drawings for 
commissions that they had received.
One such request back in 2000, was from the late Wally St.John who had received a commission from the then owner of 
the Hotel at Gipsy Point in far East Gippsland, Mr. Tom Payne.
The boat concerned was a small colonial trading schooner built in 1845 named “Gipsy”, after which Gipsy Point was 
named.  The research was a most pleasant task, culminating in a set of drawings reconstructing this hard working little 
vessel.  Wally subsequently produced a superb model of “Gipsy”, typical of his exceptional modelling skill.

Over time, this had faded from memory until just recently when we became aware of a small, recently published book by 
maritime historian Bruce Gooley.  The book is entitled “ THE COLONIAL SCHOONER ‘GIPSY’ ” of Ulladulla, Eden, 
Tathra, Gipsy Point & Sydney.  1845 - 1874.
The book is most detailed in its research and a credit to Bruce.  As a result, a relatively obscure little work boat has now 
come to life thanks to the fine work documenting its history from its building at Ulladulla by David Warden and Robert 
Gee in 1845 until its disappearance without trace on a voyage in 1874.

We know many of you are interested in Australia’s Maritime history 
and would certainly recommend that you add this small volume to your 
library.  Many colour and B&W photos throughout.
It is available on-line through the bookstore on   -   blurb.com.au   -
where the soft cover edition costs around $19.00 AU.  

Bruce advises that an update is imminent and will let us know when this 
is ready.  We, in turn will keep you all up to date.


