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Time for another newsletter to fill you in on some items of interest. 
We are embarking on another round of modifications to the shop to enable a much greater range of stock to be on 
display.  We have so much hidden away which customers don’t know about, so it is time for a re-vamp over the 
next few weeks.  

MODEL BOAT WARSHIPS 
SPECIAL 2014
Recently, the publishers of “Model Boats” magazine produced another 
special edition, concentrating on Warship Modelling.
Their promotion of this edition is as follows:-

“This special 132 page bumper issue is packed with some of the best 20th 
Century warships for you to build.
Some of these ships changed history.
Featuring a  FREE PLAN  of the H.M.S. Temerity, a WW2 Royal Navy 
destroyer.		
Inside this special issue there are plans, building techniques and advice for 
you to build your own frigates, aircraft carriers, destroyers and more.	
Discover the history behind WW1 coastal motor boats.	
Take a look with Colin Bishop at how the Royal Navy changed between 	
WW1 and WW2 through a unique collection of postcards, and take a tour of the magnificent H.M.S. Belfast.”

We have a large number in stock and many customers who pick up their monthly Model Boats Magazine have 
collected their copy of the Special at the same time.
If this is of interest, we are happy to put one aside for you.
Cost is $14.50 plus P&P if required.

CRAZY COLLECTORS!!!
We meet so many interesting customers in this game and many of them are passionate collectors of all sorts of bits 
and pieces.
Our household is no different and like so many wives, Rhonda is constantly having to find storage space for 
Adrian’s many collections. We just keep building more sheds at home!!!

The above comments on the Model Boats Special brings to mind Adrian’s collection of Model Boats magazines 
beginning in December 1950 (Vol.1, No. 1) when the magazine was known as Model Maker. He only has four 
copies to find which will then form an unbroken collection through all it’s name changes to the present day.
He is convinced that these copies are out there and continues to hunt for them.
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“SHIPWRIGHT” ANNUAL 2014 - update

We have been waiting patiently for the 2014 release of the 
“Shipwright” Annual, but unfortunately we are the bearers of bad 
news. The publishers, Conway, have decided not to publish an annual 
for 2014. 
To all those who have pre-ordered this title we 
will be contacting you individually, but we are 
most disappointed with this news.
A news update from the publisher’s website 
informs us as follows:-

“Conway Publishing announces that there will 
not be a Shipwright annual for 2014. We are 
extremely proud to have published Shipwright 
in journal and annual form since September 
1972 and to have worked with such an 
incredibly talented, diverse and extensive range 
of contributors and modellers from across the 
globe.
Over 40+ years both the ship-modelling and 
publishing worlds have changed beyond recognition and Shipwright has sought 
to reflect these changes. The time has now come for Conway to take a close 
look at the current set of market pressures and opportunities and to plot the 
future course for Shipwright.
We have today also announced that after the publication of Shipwright 2013, 
John Bowen announced his decision to step down from the role as Editor, a role that he took up 40 years ago in 
1974 having previously been Assistant Editor for the first two years of the Shipwright journal.
We very much hope that after a break in 2014 we can carry the publication into the future and continue the 
wonderful example that John has set for us.
Shipwright could only happen because of the most incredible support and commitment from its readers and 
subscribers, many of whom have bought every issue. All at Conway Publishing would like to thank you all 
most graciously for this amazing loyalty and very much hope to ensure that you have the opportunity to extend 
it further.”

The good news seems to be that it will be re-introduced after a break in 2014.
It will be interesting to see what the future may bring.
We will keep you informed as we become aware of developments.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE.
READY TO PADDLE SOME MORE ???
More Paddle Wheel sets keep arriving from the manufacturer with some more 
high profile paddle steamers getting their own sets of paddles in 1:24 scale.
As mentioned in the last news letter we were waiting for sets for the “Alexander 
Arbuthnot”and the “Emmylou” to be completed and they are now part of our 
growing stock range.
We are finding that many more modellers are choosing to build paddle boats and 
they comment that these paddle kits save an enormous amount of work.
We have to agree with that !!!!

KITS FOR WORKING MODELS THAT YOU CAN BUILD ...  IN 
TIMBER !!
Many manufacturers are now producing kits with either 
fibreglass or vac - formed hulls. Not all modellers think 
this is a good idea as they actually want to build their boats - 
not just assemble them.
Fortunately, there are a few manufacturers still producing kits 
for working models in timber. 
We endeavour to hold a wide range of these and the 
craftsmanship we see when these models are completed is well 
worth the effort.
There are a wide range of subjects available so most interests 
are well covered. 
Yachts, Cabin Cruisers, 
Runabouts, Tugs and other 
Work boats are presented 
in this format, allowing a 
person’s creativity to come to 
the fore.
We are always happy to 
discuss these models with you 
and make suggestions as what might be the best kit for 
you to tackle.
This type of modelling has not yet faded from the scene 
- it is still alive and well. 
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RHONDA’S HIDDEN TREASURES -CONTINUED:
A new release for the Paddle Steamer library 
If you enjoy putting your feet up with a good book, here is one on the history 
of the Australian Paddle Steamer “Canberra” by Beth Conner with Captain 
Peter Garfield, recently published last year.
The P.S. “Canberra” has 100 years of history behind her. From her humble 
beginnings as a fishing boat in a mosquito fleet to one of the longest serving 
tourist vessels, the “Canberra “is a boat that is loved by many.  
She is a popular tourist vessel at Echuca and attracts enthusiasts from all over 
the world to ride the mighty Murray River.  
It is a most interesting book filled with all sorts of memories of her life, along 
with plenty of info. for the technical minded and the model maker.
Many great photos help to bring the vessel to life.
Hardback, with a RRP of $29.99 we have copies available for $20.00 plus 
P&P if required.

COMING EVENTS:
LAKE GOLDSMITH STEAM RALLY
November 1st & 2nd 2014 Opens from 10.00 am.
Carngham-Lake Goldsm Rd, Lake Goldsmith VIC 3373
The Lake Goldsmith Steam Preservation Association was established in the late 
1950s, with a handful of remnant engines operating in a paddock nostalgically 
re-creating a bygone era.
From that point, the movement has advanced to the position, where, not only 
is it acclaimed as “Australia’s premier steam rally”, but to that of international 
recognition.  At this “Perfect Living Museum” here is what is available.
Model Boat display by the Geelong Model Boat Club.
Food and refreshments available all weekend.  Grand parade 2:15pm daily on our all weather arena.
Australia’s largest, (90 tons) fully operational steam shovel.  Vintage cars and Motorcycles.
Historic Machinery. Large display of oil engines and tractors.  Pioneer cottage and crafts.
A great family outing just kilometres from Ballarat.

TASK FORCE 72 ANNUAL NATIONAL REGATTA
Saturday 22nd - Sunday 23rd November 
This year the Regatta will be held at the swimming lake in Moore Street, Naracoorte. 
Adjacent to and behind Wortley Oval & “Big 4” Caravan Park.
Activities will run from 10am to 9pm Saturday and from 10.00am to 2 pm Sunday.
Sailing will be WWI and WWII Vessels. For more information go to   www.taskforce72.org
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Sailing Skiff Models by Dennis Kenna
Dennis, from N.S.W., is a fine modeller who we have known since 2006 when  
he first started buying modelling bits and pieces from us .  Since then he has 
created some excellent models including a number of very exciting skiff models 
which sail just like the real thing.
The full size boats all carry advertising, so Dennis suggested to us that 
the “Float-a-Boat” logo would look good on his latest model. 
Knowing the quality of his work, we were more than happy to accept 
his suggestion.
The results are shown 
below and speak for 
themselves.

He also has another skiff 
bearing the logo of the 
model boating magazine, 
“Marine Modelling 
International” which 
we have also included 
below. 
This happens to be one 
of the monthly modelling 
magazines we carry in 
the shop.
Wouldn’t it be great 
to see a fleet of these 
exciting models racing together. 
Maybe, something for the A.R.Y.A 
to consider as it would be truly 
Australian.
Sort of like a modern version of the 
old “Balmain Bug”.
Many thanks to Dennis for allowing 
us to feature these most interesting 
models.
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