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MID YEAR !
Mid year has come and gone and our newsletter production has not been as regular as we would 
have liked. Time has been at a premium lately and the first half year has been full of much activity. 
Continued growth meant that we had run out of room again so we have just completed much need 
building extensions which will provide us with lots of extra space required for better and more 
efficient functioning.
To complicate matters, we have joined many of you with hospital trips of our own - Rhonda with 
an eye operation for a detached retina and Adrian with surgery to release a trigger finger. (Sounds 
like he’s an assassin on the side!)
Joining the ranks of the disabled (one eye and one hand) has slowed us down somewhat but we are 
now looking forward to recovery over the next few weeks and getting back to efficient customer 
service again. 
Many thanks to all who have sent best wishes for our speedy recoveries and been so understanding 
when their orders have not arrived in double quick time which we normally try to achieve!

CARD MODELS - 
HMAS “SYDNEY” & “AKUNA” (Komet)
Two new card models for Australian ships have recently been released. The first, which we know 
will be very popular is a large scale 1:200 model of the Australian 
Cruiser HMAS “Sydney II”. She still continues to draw much public 
interest, more so after her wreck was discovered. This very large and 
detailed kit sells for $54.95.

The second kit at the smaller scale of 1:250 is of the Port Phillip 
Pilot steamer “Akuna”. 
As many will know she started life as the German Government Yacht 
“Komet” based in PNG. She was captured in 
the first world war and commissioned into the 
Australian Navy as HMAS “Akuna”. She was 
later purchased by the Port Phillip Sea Pilots 
for use as one of their off-shore station vessels. 
The model is notated as “Komet” but the 
representation of “Akuna” is easy to achieve, 
mainly by the paint scheme.
This fine detailed kit sells for $59.95.
Enclosed are some pics to whet the appetite.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE
MICRO PROPELLER SHAFTS
Over the last 12 months or so we have seen an increase in the building of very small R/C 
models and people doing plastic kit conversions. It is increasingly apparent that these 
people require much smaller components than those fitted to normal R/C boats. We now 
have a very good range of mini propeller shafts sets in both M2 and M3 sizes.
The M2 shafts cover a large range of lengths, the smallest being 50mm and going up to 
300mm. The picture gives a fair idea of size beside a 50 cent coin. 
They are beautifully engineered with stainless shafts, acetal bushings and polished brass 
tubes which are 4.75mm diameter.
These now complement our very extensive 
range of M4 and M5 shafts which come in 
plain bronze bushed units up to 500mm long 
as standard as well as the range of Raboesch 
sealed shafts.
We also have an increasing range of exposed 
shaft units which consist of short tubes and 
long shafts supported by P brackets at their 
outer end.
These are the types found in most warship 
models.
Feel free to enquire about any type of running gear and we will do our best to be of 
assistance.
Custom shaft sets can also be made to the customer’s specification but these will of 
course need some lead time to be manufactured.

SOLING YACHT
Back when the shop was at Camberwell we commenced stocking  this popular 
American kit which has been gaining quite a bit of popularity in Australia. They sail 
well and at approximately 1 meter long, they are easy to transport and store. They are 
a semi-scale model of the full size “Soling” so have a more aesthetic appearance than 
the current run of IOM’s. 

The kit contains all the parts to finish the boat but excluding lead for the keel, glue, 
paint and electronics.  If the modeller does not have these items, we are able to assist 
with supplying these.
Price for this attractive little model is $269.00
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MODEL BOATS PLANS SPECIAL
We are accepting pre orders for this special publication which will appeal to many of 
our customers. Model Boats has not produced a plans catalogue for many years and this 
publication will bring this listing up to date.
To quote from the publisher’s preview - 
“In this Special Issue we have drawn on over 60 years of publication to bring you a bumper 
selection of model boat plan features that will appeal to all levels of ability whether you are 
just starting in the hobby, would like to move up a step from commercial kits or are already 
an experienced model boater. .
The wide range of material includes warships, merchant vessels, workboats, and a very 
detailed feature on building a working Thames Barge. All this is topped off by a full size free 
plan from the pen of the ever popular Glynn Guest.
A listing of over 800 model boat plans currently available is also included, together with 
illustrations and detailed descriptions of selected subjects.”
As this will probably be the Model Boats plans catalogue for some time to come and you 

would like your own reference copy,  it would be wise to indicate your interest to us while the publication is still available 
and we can put a copy aside for you when it is released in August.

BOOKS OF INTEREST
“Sovereign of the Seas” by James Sephton
An interesting volume from our bookshelf is this very thorough overview of one of the Great Ships of history.                         
To quote from the publisher-
“Charles I’s authoritative and intolerant rule as monarch, and the unpopular Ship 
Money tax which he initiated, were instrumental in creating the most splendid and 
controversial warship in English history. She was the grandest venture hitherto 
created, remarkable for her size, beauty and heavy armament. Even her name, the 
Sovereign of the Seas, suggested pride and pomp. Designed and built by Phineas Pett, 
and ably assisted by his son Peter as Master Builder, her keel was laid in December 
1635 at Woolwich Royal Dockyard. She was safely launched in October 1637. Her 
graceful lines are a delight to any ship modeller. Her description and history are 
intriguing. Very little is known about her. Many authors have praised and applauded 
her. She remains an enigma - a puzzle for subsequent historians. Each successive 
researcher quotes the facts previously published. The author, James H. Sephton, has 
been engrossed for many years in the self appointed task of researching and compiling 
a definitive history. Original paintings, drawings and models are elucidated. Her size 
in term of tonnage, a description of her decorative carvings and rigging is described. 
Her history in the various actions during the Dutch Wars is discussed. There are 
accompanying plates, drawings, maps, lists and tables. This present study, therefore, 
contains much hitherto unpublished material. It is preserved as a record for posterity.”
This most interesting reference book sells for $49.95
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MORE BOOKS OF INTEREST
“The Titanic, Disaster of a Century” by Wyn Craig Wade
As this year is the 100th anniversary of this famous sea disaster, it is probably 
fitting that we share with you of a couple of Titanic titles which provide a very 
good read on cold winter nights.
The publishers inform us that.......
“In this centennial edition of the definitive book on the Titanic, new findings, 
photos, and interviews shed light on the world’s most famous marine disaster 
for the 100th anniversary of the Titanic’s sinking. On that fatal night in 1912 the 
world’s largest moving object disappeared beneath the waters of the North Atlantic 
in less than three hours. Why was the ship sailing through waters well known to be 
a “mass of floating ice”? Why were there too few lifeboats? Why were a third of 
the survivors crew members? Based on the sensational evidence of the U.S. Senate 
hearings, eyewitness accounts, and the results of the 1985 Woods Hole expedition 
that photographed the ship, this electrifying account vividly recreates the vessel’s 
last desperate hours afloat and fully addresses the questions that have continued to 
haunt the tragedy of the Titanic. “
A paperback of 343 pages, this book sells for $22.95.

“Titanic for Dummies” by Stephen Spignesi
The Dummy series of books is vast and covers a huge number of subjects. We 
could not refuse having a copy of “Titanic for Dummies” on our shelves. It really 
is a most interesting book and covers just about any question you have about the 
tragic event. 
From the teaser on  the front cover we learn-
* The truth about life onboard, for every passenger class.
* Little-known details about fateful decisions made during her maiden voyage.
* Possible answers to enduring mysteries - from how the ship split in half, to 
Captain Smith’s final words.
* How the ship was discovered after more than seven decades of searching.

320 fascinating pages for a very reasonable $24.95.

WELL STOCKED LIBRARY
We recently received another shipment from Brown, Son and Ferguson which includes the sought after titles 
from Lubbock and Underhill. They have been very popular and highly regarded after many years of constant 
reprints, and are just as relevant today as when written, especially for model makers.
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PAST EVENT
“Titanic” re-enactment
Presented by the Surrey Park Model Boat Club
On the 14th and 15th of April, “Como” in The Basin, a suburb of Melbourne, once 
again opened up their historic gardens to the public to aid local charities.  As this was  
the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the “Titanic”, the Surrey Park Model Boat Club 
members conducted a re-enactment of the event on the lake. A huge crowd lined the lake 
in respectful and reflective silence as the story was told of the tragic day accompanied by 
music from the “Titanic” film.
To add to the atmosphere, members were dressed for the part. Peter Brewer was Captain 
Smith, Alan Gray and Bob Owens were Bruce Ismay & Sir Cosmo Duff-Gordon.
The event was 
repeated the following 
week at the club home 
water where once 
again there was a very 
appreciative crowd.

COMING EVENT
Canberra Model Shipwrights Expo. 
18th & 19th August
We are aware that many modellers are on the look out for modelling 
events that are happening around 
Australia. This August the 
Canberra Model Shipwrights 
Society are holding their annual 
exhibition of local and interstate 
scale maritime models. If you are 
in the area, the details are below:
Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am to 3:30 pm
Mt. Rogers Primary School,
52 Alfred Hill Drive. Melba, ACT 2615
Contact: Max Fitton,
expo@canberramodelshipwrights.org.au


