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MODEL MARITIME NEWS

2012 UP AND GOING WELL!

We hope that 2012 has started well for you. Probably, like us, it seems that time is racing along and
soon it will be mid year before we know it.

The wonderful thing is that the year has provided modellers with time to build some fantastic
models. We never cease to be amazed at the variety of models, the workmanship, the learning
curves that people find themselves involved in and the pure enjoyment of the modelling
experience.

We look forward to enjoying much more as the year goes on.

* Please note that Float-a-Boat will be closed over Easter from Good Friday 6th and re-open on
the Thursday 12th March. We will be inter-state over this time.

GOOD BOOKS, ALWAYS WORTH RFEADING
MODEL SHIPWRIGHT ANNUAL 2012

The 2012 edition of this highly sought after
publication has reached Australia and are proving
very popular with our customers.

To quote the publisher’s publicity.....

“The third edition of a new, full-colour annual
focusing on all facets of ’scratch-built’ model
shipbuilding, as well as related articles on
restoration, archaeology, historical research and
marine art. Twenty articles describe, explain,
inform and inspire, illustrated with modelmakers’
own photographs, archival plans, prints and
artworks. The annual succeeds Model Shipwright,
the quarterly journal which ran to 144 issues
spanning 36 years. This edition includes new
research and builds, plus additional sections such
as a Modeller’s Draught, Book News and an image
gallery. Fully international in scope, Shipwright
is an essential volume for any dedicated ship
modeller or maritime enthusiast.”

Price of this current edition is $59.95.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE
PROPELLER SHAFTS

We have recently taken delivery of a very good range of propeller shafts which are being specially
manufactured for us overseas to our own requirements. They are of exceptional quality with
appearance to match. They come in both 4mm and 5 mm standard threaded ends and the tube
lengths range from 75mm up to 500mm in both thread sizes. Lengths increase in 25mm increments.
It is a pity that these items have to be hidden away in the bottom of your hull!

Pricing varies according to length but we have been able to reduce prices compared to the previous
line which we carried.

We still carry the very fine range of sealed shafts manufactured by Raboesch.

SOUND MODULES

In our last newsletter we introduced the new digiSOUNDS5m that claimed
to be the world’s first 100% waterproof, plug-n-play sound module. The
first version has been available with a small diesel engine sound and there
was a promise of more to come.

The second sound has been released and is of a Diesel Canal Boat

They require no programming or set up. It comes with the sound pre-
installed complete with built in amplifier, wiring loom and a 75Smm
diameter waterproof speaker. The speaker should be installed in a suitable
enclosure in the upper part of the hull..

The digiSOUND module will operate between 6 and 12 Volts.

The price of both units is $91.50 each.
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TASK FORCE, 72 - Fleet Base Victoria

We always find pleasure in visiting Boat Clubs around Melbourne and catching up with the modellers and their models.
Recently we took a trip to Albert Park Lake in Melbourne to visit Task Force 72, Fleet Base Victoria.

It was a busy weekend in that part of the city as the final preparations were happening for the upcoming Melbourne F1
Grand Prix Motor Racing event. We thoroughly enjoyed ourselves relaxing by the lake with perfect weather, BBQ lunch
and chatting with the guys and checking out the very impressive models on and off the water.

The venue is perfect for a comfortable afternoon with picnic seats and tables, BBQ’s and even a play area for children if
needed.

The purpose of our visit was to catch up with the newly formed “Fleet Base Victoria” at it’s new venue.

Their first meeting was held on New Years Day 2012 and they now meet from 9am on the first Sunday of the month at the
Albert Park, Swan Picnic area, Cnr. Aquatic Drive and Albert Road Drive. (Beside the Albert Sailing Club)

Task Force 72 is an Australia-wide scale modelling association formed in 1994, with Fleet Bases in many parts of the
country. In November 1995 the first Regatta was held at Wentworth Falls in the Blue Mountains, west of Sydney. This
Regatta is now held as an annual event and draws enthusiasts from all over Australia. The fleets consist of Patrol Boats and
Submarines all the way up to the colossal U.S. Navy “Super Carriers” of today.

Below we have some pics of our visit and encourage any interested fellow modellers to visit their website
www.taskforce72.org or if you have queries you may email at fbv@taskforce72.org.
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COMING EVENTS
99th Lake Goldsmith Steam & Vintage Machine Rally

May 5th & 6th,

In the last newsletter we gave a report on our visit to the 98th Steam Rally. We found it an
amazing place to visit. A place that took us back in time amongst incredibly well restored
machinery.

This year, the theme is “Transport”.

If you have never made this trip, we would encourage you to make time and we believe you
will have a very pleasurable time.

For further information, we have their website below.
www.lakegoldsmithsteamrally.org.au

Como Gardens
April 14th & 1 5th,

Once again, the gardens at Como are open for a wonderful family day
with so many interesting things to see and do.

A special feature on this day will be a “Commemoration of the Sinking
of the Titanic”. April 2012 recalls the 100th anniversary of that fatal
day. The Surrey Park Model Boat Club will feature the Titanic
with the re-enactment of the sinking.

The S.P.M.B.C will continue to feature the Titanic with an
Anniversary Day at their lake on the 22nd of April. All are
welcome to visit and enjoy both of these events. For further
information you may go to the following websites:

S.P.M.B.C. website: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~spmbc

Como Gardens Website: www.comogardens.com.au/

Model Expo
June 9th - 11th 2012, Queen’s Birthday
Weekend

Model Expo 2012 is a showcase of everything that encompasses
plastic modelling. A national open plastic model competition is
conducted during the Expo and covers many categories.

The venue is the Sandown entertainment Centre, Sandown Racecourse, Springvale, Victoria.
For more information you may go to their website:

www.modelexpo.com.au
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