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This month the plans range grows by another two. Both these plans were done some time ago;
the “May Queen” for the Tasmanian Maritime Museum and the “St. Helens” for the St. Helens 
Historical Society so that a model can be built as part of their display.  These plans are now 
available for general release.

Trading Ketch “MAY QUEEN”
A most interesting vessel and one of the oldest in the world.  Originally built in 1867 on the banks 
of the Huon River, she traded for well over 100 years carrying coal, fruit and timber.  She is built 
mainly of Tasmanian timber except for her spars which were imported Oregon.  Not only was she 
an important trading vessel but she was also very quick, winning many races over many years at the 
annual Hobart Regatta.  She won her first regatta in 1868 and between 1882 and 1954 she recorded 
nine firsts, eight seconds and two thirds.  
At the end of her working life her owners presented 
her to the Tasmanian Government for preservation.  
After a number of turbulent years she was transferred 
to the May Queen Trust, was fully restored and is now 
a major floating exhibit of the Tasmanian Maritime 
Museum.  
The plans are fully detailed on two sheets, ( SP-109A 
and SP-109B)  to a scale of 1:48 and cost $50.00 per set.
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Trading Ketch “ST. HELENS”
One of the Tasmanian trading ketches which was to have a short life.  She was built at Battery Point 
at Hobart by Mackay Brothers in 1876.  Her owner skipper was Capt. Robert Hall and the vessel 
was based at the seaside town after which she was named.  She traded around the Tasmanian coast 
but in October 1880 on a trip from the Tamar to Hobart she got into a strong current and struck a 
reef near Cape Naturaliste where she was abandoned.  The crew was saved and landed at St. Helens.
The plan is on 2 detailed sheets ( SP-111A and SP-111B) and drawn to a scale of 1:48. 

The set costs $40.00.

PLANS CATALOGUE UPDATED - October 2008
We have recently updated the plans catalogue to include a number of new additions, including the 
two featured above.  We also have rearranged the categories and hopefully selection is a little easier.  
As before it is available on the internet to be down loaded free or if you wish to have a hard copy, it 
is available for $5.00.
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MODEL SLIPWAY KITS
We have recently received a large number of kits from Model 
Slipway in the U.K., but unfortunately (or fortunately for us) quite 
a number have already been sold as soon as they hit the shop floor.
We will try and replace them before Christmas.   The ones 
remaining in stock, as we write this are in order of illustration -

Loyal Class Tender
Royal Navy fleet tender of the 1970’s.  8 were built.
Model length - 1015 mm     Scale  1:24

Range Safety Launch
12 of these vessels were built in the 1970’s and 80’s.
Model length - 950 mm      Scale  1:16

“Maggie M” 
Shelterdeck Trawler built in 1990 in Scotland.  Well detailed.
Model length - 850 mm     Scale  1:32

“Wyforce”
Very manoeuvrable harbour berthing tug makes a fine model.
Model Length - 840 mm     Scale   1:24
 
Envoy Class Steam Tug
6 vessels in class built for the Admiralty but becoming civilian tugs 
after the war.  Impressive, large model.
Model Length - 1108 mm     Scale   1:48

They are excellent kits with very high quality fibreglass hulls 
and would make a fine addition to any club fleet.  As most of you 
know, we also stock all the electronics and other equipment to get 
these models fully operational.
One day, when we get a bit of time, we will get it all into a 
catalogue!!!
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT
There are some interesting clubs around  Australia and we feel that it would  be good to have a 
“Spotlight” occasionally on some of them.
This month we introduce you to the “Pacific Harbour Model Yacht Squadron”.  
All clubs are unique, and this Queensland club definitely has a difference. Firstly it is situated on 
tropical Bribie Island which is a popular place for retirees and is very “lay-back”.  We hear that they 
are about to get their first traffic lights installed but they will be only on a pedestrian crossing.  Their 
regular sailing days are Wednesday and Sunday, but as they say, it can change to any day the wind 
and weather are right with a quick ring around the members.
The club was formed in late 2007 and operates from a small lake on the Island.  The lake was 
man made, and the setting gives a natural “amphitheatre” design which makes for great viewing.  
Because of this ease of viewing it attracts regular spectators on race days and tourist buses divert 
past the pond as well.
After trying out a variety of kit boats on the market, with varying degrees of success they finally 
settled on a “one design” that suits them well and can be sailed as their “pond” boat.  In May 2008 
they decided on the Strathclyde 70 class - “WeeNip”, a small una - rigged model designed by multi 
world champion, Graeme Bantock. There are now up to 21 “WeeNips” in the fleet.  The aim of the 
club is to build each boat exactly to the same plan so that basically any boat can win and it all comes 
down to the skipper calling the right shots.  The boats are quite distinctive with their bright colours 
and creative sail artwork.  If you are ever in the area, do either call in at the pond or contact them by 
email at  noelanne@virginbroadband.com.au
You will be made most welcome.
Float-a-Boat has for some time sold a plan and 
DVD on the building of the WeeNip.  If you 
want to know more, do feel free to contact us.
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SUPER BLOCKS !!
We have recently been able to source a small range of 
excellent pearwood blocks for static models.  They are 
streets ahead of anything else we have already sold and 
would make a perfect substitution for the blocks found in 
all brands of kits.  They are available in singles, doubles 
and triples.  
The detail is amazing, incorporating both stropping grooves 
and sheave grooves.  Their shape is beautifully oval, not 
like the rectangular chunks of wood found in most kits.  
Sizes are 3, 4, 5, and 6 mm in each type.
Prices range between $6.50 & $7.95 for packs of 20.

“MODEL BOATS” SPECIAL 
Several times each year, Model Boats magazine releases a 
special magazine with emphasis on a particular aspect of 
marine modelling.  We have just received the latest “special” 
featuring Tug and Warship modelling.
It is crammed packed with useful articles and is highly 
recommended for all the modellers out there who model these 
types of vessels.
Photographs of a most amazing model of a dreadnought 
battleship are shown in one article. 
The model is huge at 1:25th scale and is sliced down the 
centre line - the port side showing the external appearance of 
the vessel in minute detail, and the other side of the vessel is a 
complete cutaway showing all internal structure and detail.  It 
took eight modellers working full time, four years to complete.  
We wouldn’t mind getting a commission like this, but if 
Adrian worked on it on his own it would take thirty two years!  
He would then be due for the telegram from the Queen.
The 100 page special sells for $14.75 plus P & P
if applicable.


