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WELCOME BACK!
We welcome you to another year of Maritime Madness!!   We have had a very busy start to the New 
Year and it doesn’t look like stopping.  Adrian has been extremely busy in the workshop completing a 
commission for a museum and Rhonda has been keeping the shop’s domestic bliss in tact. 
If anyone needs to speak to Adrian specifically over the next six weeks or so, he is in the shop between 
10,00 - 10.30 am and again around 5.00 pm.

PADDLING ON....
You will recall that in our December newsletter we 
reviewed a kit for a set of Paddle Wheels suitable for 
models of Australian Paddlers.  We now have some 
more good news.  
Two more kits are now available - a new generic 
eight blade paddle at 140 mm Dia. and a larger set 
at 175 mm Dia. and suitable for models of the P.S. 
“Adelaide” at 1:24 scale.  This later kit is quite a 
work of art complete with diagonal bracing which is 
most impressive when the wheel is assembled. 
Price for the 140 mm Dia. set is $105.00 and the 
price for the large “Adelaide” set is $145.00.  
Just a reminder that the 100 mm Dia. set sells for 
$75.00.  
There is now no 
excuse for anyone not 
to build one of  our 
famous Australian 
Paddle Steamers.  
Remember that 
Float - a - Boat can 
assist you with very 
detailed plans of 
these vessels.
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CARD MODELLING
Although very big in  Europe and the U.K., card modelling is only in it’s infancy in Australia.  
We occasionally meet up with a card modeller in the shop, but they are so few and far 
between that they are almost an endangered species.  

We have recently bought in a most interesting Card 
Kit of a “dinky di” Aussie vessel.  
A big advantage with this particular kit is that you get 
TWO kits in the one pack - one at 1:100 scale and a 
smaller version at a 1:250 scale. 
The models are of a current class of Sydney Ferry, 
named after vessels in the First Fleet to Australia.  
The vessel in the kit is the “Golden Grove” but any 
of the others could also be modelled as they are 
basically identical. 
 The kit has been designed and manufactured in 
Holland and the two kit pack sells for $39.95. 
This is genuine “Kitchen Table Modelling” without 
the fibreglass fumes and sanding dust.

Card modelling is a clean, fun modelling 
activity which can be enjoyed as an 
aside to traditional kit modelling. This 
particular kit lends itself to two people 
modelling together, such as parent / child 
or grandparent / grandchild..  
The more experienced person can 
construct one of the models while 
teaching the other person who constructs 
the second model simultaneously.
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HAPPY 21st BIRTHDAY SURREY PARK CLUB
Australia Day long weekend 1988 saw a model boat regatta on the newly refurbished lake at Surrey 
Park in Boxhill, Victoria.  This was extremely successful with a very large turnout and this prompted 
the formation of a permanent club at this lake.  Twenty one years on has seen it grow to one of 
the largest clubs in Australia with arguably the best facilities.  A 21st birthday celebration day was 
recently held on the Australia Day long weekend.  Great weather, lots of people, lots of boats, and a 
delicious catered luncheon made for a really good day.  Formal speeches were short and to the point 
with two original members, Bill Jacobs and Jim Saunders honoured with life memberships.  These 
were presented by the Mayor of Boxhill, Cr. Helen Harris OAM who also congratulated the club on 
their milestone.  After the formalities the crowd descended on the front entrance to the club house to 
see the cutting of the special birthday cake.  Adrian was co-opted to do the task, as together with Doug 
Merrie, he was an instigator of the original club. 
All in all a great day and here’s to another 21 successful years.  Included below and on the next page 
are a few shots taken to record this special day.
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. 
Life members Bill Jacobs & Jim Saunders with the                Phil Connolly wondering how to make a tug 
Whitehorse City Mayor and Club President Bruce Rodda.      travel at 100 KPH!!!!

Fighting for elbow room at the luncheon, 
(above) and cutting the birthday cake (at 
left).  Highly talented cake cutter Adrian 
with club Secretary Ken Burge and Presi-
dent Bruce Rodda.


