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GREETINGS FOR 2011
We bring you another year of “Model Maritime News”. The Christmas and early New Year periods have been 
extremely busy for us and this is the first chance we have had to get to the computer and spread the word as to what 
is happening at Float-a-Boat. We have had the privilege of meeting and assisting many new first time modellers who 
have chosen to participate in this great hobby of ours and of course many of our experienced modellers continue to 
amaze us with many beautiful models which they are producing. Some we will feature in this newsletter.
We are continuing to keep in touch with many of our customers in Australia and New Zealand who have experienced 
great personal difficulties as a result of the cyclones, floods, fires and earthquakes.  We wish these folk every success 
in the rebuilding of their lives after these tragedies and assure you that our thoughts and prayers continue to be with 
you.  We are sure that many of your fellow modellers would also echo these thoughts.
So once again, allow us to share with you all the great things that are happening with model boating and Float-a-Boat 
in particular.

BOOKS - Good Reading for Autumn Nights

Model Shipwright Annual 2011
The second edition of a new, full-colour annual focusing on all facets of ‘scratch-built’ 
model shipbuilding, as well as related articles on restoration, archaeology, historical 
research and marine art. Features in Shipwright 2011 include a major interview with 
HMS Victory’s keeper and curator Peter Goodwin, Douglas Brooks writes on ships of 
the Japanese coastal trade and Jonathon Kinghorn describes the techniques and materials 
for the painting of ships.

Classic Moreton Bay Cruisers
This beautifully produced large coffee table book features 64 Classic 
Moreton Bay Cruisers as well as seven more recent builds under the 
“Contemporary Classics” section.
The book details the individual history of each boat accompanied by fine 
interior and exterior photos. For anyone who appreciates Classic Boats 
this is a “must” for your book shelf.  468 pages in hardback and priced at 
$99.00

A Guide to the Wooden Boats of Moreton Bay
A smaller companion volume to the above book, it nevertheless portrays 
in stunning photographs, the Classic Australian boats featured in the large 
volume described above. 128 pages in hardback - a great price at $39.95.
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PADDLING ON SOME MORE.....
We have recently received some new Paddle Wheel kits which may be of interest to all the Paddle Steamer 
builders.  In addition to the items already featured in previous newsletters we now have :-
A Ten Spoke Fixed Blade Wheel at 140mm Dia.     $105.00
A kit for the Director Paddle Tug in two different sizes (this of course can be used for many other models)
 120mm Dia.       $85.95        
 180mm Dia.       $129.95
A very impressive kit for the stern wheel of the Mississippi Paddler “Delta Queen” at 172mm Dia.    $187.95
To round the collection off there is now a wheel box cover for the “Adelaide” at 1:24 scale which can be used 
by builders that use our plans of the vessel.  These can save a huge amount of time as the timber slats have very 
intricate spacers which are very hard to emulate by scratch building. Price of the pair of covers is $75.00

NEW!
Mtroniks Viper Marine 75amp ESC.
For those of you wanting a large capacity ESC, Mtroniks have just released 
a 75 amp. reversable 14.4 Volt unit.   The Mtroniks range will be able to 
handle almost any motor / battery combination commonly used in the scale 
model boating field. Stock is on the way as you read this. We anticipate 
pricing to be round about $150.00.

Ten Spoke Wheel

“Adelaide” Paddle Box Cover“Director” Wheel

“Delta Queen”
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE

2.4Ghz R/C
A small economical unit, the “Planet T5” is a transmitter / receiver combination for those wishing 
to update their crystal radios. We have had this set for a long time now and it has proven to be 
very successful with our customers. Technical reports on this radio are excellent and the price is 
also appealing at $95.00. 
BECC fabric flags and vinyl lettering.
Another product that we have stocked since commencing our first retail shop at Camberwell, has been the very 
large range of items produced by BECC in the UK. They produce one 
of the largest selections of fabric flags in the modelling world, along 
with a great range of vinyl lettering, hull markings, dials, gauges, safety 
markings, naval shadow lettering for warships, etc., etc. We are happy 
to assist on correct flag selection if we are aware of the model you are 
building. Our stock for both the flags and vinyl sheets is very extensive so we will 
probably have what you require and at the size suited to your model.

COMING EVENTS
Como Gardens Open Day - April 16th & 17th
A reminder for Melbourne ship modellers and their families that the first of the twice yearly open days for 2011 
will be on Sat 16th & Sun. 17th. April. Como Gardens is at 79 Basin - Olinda Road, The Basin in Melbourne’s 
outer East.  For those who have not been before you can enjoy leisurely walks through 
beautiful gardens, rides on the very large garden railway and watch members of the 
Surrey Park Model Boat Club go through their paces on the lake.  For the car enthusiasts 
there is a very large collection of classic and vintage cars.  If  you want further 
information on this historic property and this fun weekend go to:-
http://www.comogardens.com.au/open_days.html
St. George Model Boat Club
The St. George Model Boat Club in Sydney is hosting its 25th 
Anniversary Regatta on Sunday May 15th 2011 at its sailing venue at 
Scarborough Park, Monterey (near Sydney Airport).
Sailing time between 10:00am - 2:00pm.
All are welcome although for catering purposes - rsvp’s are required to     info@stgmbc.org.au  
no later than Thursday 5th May.
 Noise restrictions of 78db apply and all operating steam powered vessels require a current boiler 
safety certificate to be available for inspection. Further information  www.stgmbc.org.au
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CUSTOMER’S MODELS
In this edition we are briefly showcasing three modellers and their special models. Each one is entirely different and yet each 
one has been constructed to recall one particular time in history.  

JESSICA WATSON’S “ELLA’S PINK LADY”
The first model featured recalls an event which all readers will be familiar with. Sixteen year old Jessica Watson completed 
a solo, non-stop and unassisted voyage round the world and arrived back in Australia in May 2010. Soon after her return she 
was presented with a highly detailed model of her yacht, “Ella’s Pink Lady”. 
Victorian modeller, Tony Love, was responsible for constructing this model even though he was more at home with full size 
yachts rather than the miniature variety. 
A brief description of the model follows:
Tony used three-dimensional drawings of the hull and a scale drawing of the deck layout which were both found on the 
internet. With computer assistance, he drew the model to a scale of 1cm to 1 foot which is very close to 3/8” to the foot.
The hull was planked with 3x1mm and 4x1mm timber on 3mm ply bulkheads and faired with an epoxy / micro balloon paste 
in preparation for painting.
The cabin created a few challenges due to an abundance of curves but this was solved using thin styrene glued together over a 
mould.  Next, the advertising was added to the hull. This was done by scaling the logos, etc. obtained from Jessica’s website 
then the decoration was painted on the hull.
Other details were then made and added. The tiller was laminated from 0.5mm ply, bent to an  “S” bend around some nails 
hammered into a block. The end result was surprisingly strong and had the appropriate timber look. Grab handles and rails, 
made using brass rod were fitted, the dodger ‘glazed’, solar panels added and control lines from the base of the mast fed 
through the holes in the dodger to winches on top of the cabin.
Spars were accurately made, sails cut from spinnaker cloth and the 
genoa fitted to a furling forestay made from 1.5mm slitted brass 
tube. Sail logos were hand drawn with “Texta’s”, radar and reflector 
fitted to the mast and then all the sheeting was replicated.
Stanchions and bow pulpit were from 1mm brass rod and the rails 
made from polyester thread fitted with cyano. and then painted.
The model was mounted at an angle to the base board so that the 
sails would set correctly.
Jessica’s voyage was one that amazed many and this fine model 
will be something to remind her of this 
exceptional experience.

As a foot note -  Tony was a member 
of Australia’s “Little America’s Cup” 
Catamaran Team from 1985 – 1996 and a 
former owner of a 36ft Adams Traditional 
yacht.    Full size sailors often have an 
interest in models and usually adapt to 
modelling quite well.
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MUSEUM MODELS by Ken Russell
If any of our readers happen to find themselves in the Maroochydore area of Queensland, we would suggest that you call 
into the local RSL Branch which features a most interesting museum. Many of the ship models were built by a member of 
the Sunshine Coast Social Model Boat Group, Ken Russell.
Ken began ship modelling in 1982 in a tiny backyard shed at his home on the Central Coast of NSW.  Plans of a launch 
were obtained to keep him occupied, and this begins the story of a man who used to build Department Stores and Factories 
and wound up making replicas of famous ships.
The launch was put away for many years until he moved to the Sunshine Coast in 1997.  A neighbour caught sight of the 
model in his garage which faced the street and suggested that he might wish to join the local Model Boat Club.
Ken eventually succumbed to the request and has never looked back. His main interest is in warships after one of the 
members of the boat club gave him the plans of HMS “Cossack”.
From there he modelled the HMS “Avenger”, “Prinz Eugen”, “Graf Spee” then HMAS “Sydney”. 
Ken approached the Nambour RSL to see if they would like the “Sydney” model for their Club’s display.
They declined.  However, the Maroochydore RSL Sub-Branch Museum got wind of the offer and asked if they could 
display it.  After some negotiation, the committee of the museum arrived at his door and requested that the boat be released 
into the care of the Museum.
And here starts the relationship of a museum and a man and his boats.

Eventually the Cossack, the Avenger, and the Prinz Eugen all found their way to Maroochydore RSL Sub-Branch Museum, 
followed by the HMS “Achilles” and HMS “Hood”.  Appreciation was shown by the Museum at Ken’s 80th birthday by 
putting on a wonderful reception for him attended by family and friends.
The HMAS “Sydney” then took pride of place after news that the wreck had been found.  Interest was high at the museum 
and Brendon Nelson, the then Minister for Defence, spent more time than was allocated for him to peruse the wonderful 
boat display.  Wide eyed young boys on school excursions would linger with a strange hush over the group that teachers 
not normally experienced, even displaying a reluctance to leave.

The “Kormoran”, which completed the display, was put in place on 13th December 2010 with further ceremony.  An 
etched glass plaque and certificate of appreciation was presented to Ken followed by the Committee and Members of the 
Maroochydore Sub-Branch RSL honouring him by way of yet another great feast.

The many hours of work put into these boats will be enjoyed by the many tourists who travel to the Sunshine Coast. 
There are many model builders skilled at their craft and it is good news when such skills are recognised by others.
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Murray Pearce lives close to the Murray River in South 
Australia and has been a loyal customer of ours for 
many years.
He is a scratch builder and has built many fine 
models from our plans.
Two of his paddle steamer models, “Adelaide” 
and “Pevensey” are featured in the museum 
at Mannum.  This town was a major part of 
the river commerce of years long gone, so it 
is appropriate that these models are part of the 
river boat story portrayed at the museum.

The photos only give a feel for the setting and 
don’t really do the models justice, as they are 
loaded with superb detail and are modelled at 
the large scale of 1:24.

Paddle steamers are 
not Murray’s only 
claim to fame as he 
can turn his hand to 
modelling any type of 
vessel with great skill.

The other pictures 
we have included 
are his model of 
the old Steam Tug 
“Wattle”, the original 
of which is currently 
undergoing restoration 
in Melbourne.
Lots of detail including 
all the riveting of the 
steelwork.
A couple of hours work 
at least!!!!!!

MUSEUM MODELS by Murray Pearce


