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RARE OPPORTUNITY
Float-a-Boat has the privilage of 
offering for sale three original oil 
paintings on canvas by the world 
renowned Maritime Artist Randall 
Wilson.  These paintings were 
originally comissioned for use 
as box art for newly introduced 
plastic kits by Trunpeter. The 
attention to detail is amazing.
The ships portrayed are the 
“Littorio Venito” 1942, measuring 
610 x 360mm, “Prinz Eugen” in 
Norway 1942, 850 x 400mm and 
a great aerial view of “Vittorio 
Venito” 1941, 915 x610mm.

If Naval history is your area 
of interest then one of these 
paintings on your study wall 
would be a great investment. 

Remember that these are original artworks and they 
are therefore highly sought after. 
These are not mass produced paintings or limited 
editions, so their value as an investment is assured. 
Contact us for pricing and further information.  
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE
This is a new segment which we will include in each of our newsletters. 
As most of you will know, Float-a-Boat has a very large “hidden product range”.  If you were to 
ask if we stock a certan item, you will often find that Rhonda will dig it up in one of her buried 
treasure spots. 
Our catalogues only indicate about 5 - 10% of our stock holdings, so until we have time to 
prepare a comprehensive catalogue covering everything, we will be taking items at random from 
our stock base and bring them to your attention in this regular column.
We encourage our customers to ask us if there is some specific item they require, as most times 
we are able to supply that item. 
We reiterate that we do not deal with speed boats or submarines, but every other type of maritime 
modelling is well catered for, both static and R/C models.

* SUPERIOR SCALE FITTINGS 
BY JOHN HAYNES 

For quite a number of years we have had the privilage of 
stocking the fine range of scale fittings made by John Haynes 
in the UK.  John is one of the best professional model builders 
and his fittings (which are incorporated in his own models) are 
by far the best we have ever seen.  
There is amazing attention to detail and everything is true to 
scale, unlike many of the other fittings in our general range 
which are purely generic. John’s fittings are constructed from 
resin, cast metal and brass etch for the very fine details.  
He concentrates mainly on warships of the steel Navy but there 
is a good range of fittings for merchant vessels. 
As he has a huge range of over 800 fittings it is not possible for 
us to keep them all due to space constraints, but we carry about 
500 of the most popular items, mostly in 1:96 and 1:192 scale. 
There are some fittings in 1:72 scale as well as some in 1:48. 
For those who can’t come into the shop, the best way is to go 
to John’s web site where you can see illustrations of many of 
the fittings.   
www.johnrhaynes.com

If you find items in the range that 
we don’t carry locally we would 
be pleased to place a special order 
for you. These orders don’t take 
long to arrive.
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RHONDA’S BURIED TREASURE - Continued

* BATTERIES & CHARGERS
Ever since the early 1970’s we have stocked a comprehensive range of batteries and appropriate chargers, initially for the 
model racing yachts and later a wider range to cover other boating activities. The selection we have offered has changed a 
lot over the years as needs change and recently we have done another review of our stock. 
We are only stocking the highest quality NiMh Sanyo cells of high capacity made up into ready to use 
packs in AAA, AA and Sub C sizes as well as a range of sealed 
lead acid (SLA) Panasonic brick cells.We know that there are 
cheaper cells on the market but we encourage our customers to 
buy quality cells as over time it works out to be a more economical 
proposition. Adrian has had some cells going strong for over 10 
years. 
Chargers range from simple Tx/Rx units to state of the art fully 
atomatic chargers / dischargers with all the bells and whistles. 
We also hold a good range of R/C sets, servos, yacht winches, 
battery harnesses, ESCs and digital sound systems covering a 
large range of sounds and fully pre-wired to their own speakers.  
Lots and lots of electric motors to cater for any size boat. 
We will cover some of these in more detail in future newsletters.

P.V. “TOORALOORA”
As many of you know, we have designed a 1:1 scale Paddle Boat on the Murray River as home for 
a retired couple and we are often asked for updates.  The latest is that we recently went to Echuca to 
catch up on progress and stayed a couple of nights on board.  “Tooraloora” is currently fitting out in 
the wet dock. The owners are very happy with the way it is turning out and railings are now fitted.

While up there we were able 
to measure and photograph 
“Alexander Arbuthnot” and will 
do a set of drawings for her soon. 
Some pics are included of both 
vessels for those interested.
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COMING EVENTS 

Canberra Model Shipwright Exhibition
September 25th & 26th 2010
Opening times Saturday 10.00 am to 4.30 pm & Sunday 10.00 am to 3.00 pm
Venue: Mt. Rogers Primary School, 
52 Alfred Hill Drive, Melba, 2615 ACT

Annual exhibition of local and interstate scale model ships and boats.
There will be many fine examples of the research, workmanship and skills 
associated with model ship construction from participating modellers.

If you would like to exhibit one or more scale models at the Expo you can contact 
Joe Allen (CMSS President) 0424 191 307

Lake Goldsmith Steam Rally
October 30th & 31st 2010
Venue: Ballarat Rd, Lake Goldsmith, Vic. 3373
Gates open 10:00am both days.
Known as the “Perfect living museum” the Steam Rally features steam 
and oil engines, operational 90 ton steam shovel, steam fired powerhouse, blacksmith, tractors, 
motorcycles, cars and trucks.  Grand parade 2:15pm daily.  Sheep shearing, wood bending, radio 
controlled model boats, steam ploughing, chaff cutting, threshing and straw baling, regular drag 
line, farm machinery, vintage caravans & daily demo’s.  Attractions for ladies and children.  Mothers 
facilities, food available, stalls and crafts.  Abundant car & bus parking. 
Adults  $10.00  Children under 16  Free.

“Victorian Ship Modellers” Exhibiting 
at the Frankston Model Railway & Hobbies Expo. 
November 6th & 9th 2010
The Peniniular’s largest Model Railway and Hobby Expo.
Venue : Frankston Arts Centre, Cnr Davey & Young Streets, Frankston.
Opening times: Sat. 10am - 5pm & Sun. 10am - 4pm.
Adults $6.00, Children $3.00, Family Packages available.
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MARINE MODELLING INTERNATIONAL 
PLANS CATALOGUE - 2010
A publication that many modellers wait for is the Plans Catalogue by Marine 
Modelleling International.  The new Plans & Construction Guide is packed with 
over 270 marine plans, ranging from tugboats to unconventional models like 
hovercrafts and submarines. 
This guide to marine plans also features 8 informative articles 
and 2 FREE plans! 
It will be released at the end of August.
If you would like to order a copy please contact us and we will have one for you as 
soon as it arrives.

AUSTRALIAN CARD MODEL ENGINEERS A.C.M.E.
A.C.M.E. has been formed from a small group of card modellers who meet and work together at the 
annual Australian Model Expo. in Melbourne. At this year’s Expo they decided to start there own group 
dedicated to the sharing and enjoyment of all things pertaining to papercraft.
The aim of the group is to stay in contact with like-minded people, primarily by means of email, to share 
the knowledge, skills and resources available to card modellers in various forms, and to promote the 
hobby as satisfying, productive, inexpensive, sociable & heaps of fun.

Co-ordinator, Heather Hooper says that papercraft is a very forgiving hobby. There are very few rights 
and wrongs when it comes to tools and techniques.  Most people 
have come to this hobby in isolation as a result of engaging in other 
creative pastimes.
If you would like to find out more, please contact Heather by email 
at roxxii29@yahoo.com.au

The pictures here show the modellers at work during the 2010 Expo.


