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As promised in the last Model Maritime News, we have continued on with addtional drawings of Gippsland Lakes Vessels.
This time we present two small steamers, either of which would make delightful live steam models.
Both are most attractive and are genuine Australian river / lakes steamers and in no way resemble traditional English or
American River Launches.

S.S. “Ariel”

This particular vessel is actually “Ariel II” as there was a much earlier vessel of the same name.
Our “Ariel” was built in 1885 by Sylvius Erikson at Bairnsdale in Victoria. The vessel was registered at Melbourne.
She was built on dimensions of 42.0 x 9.8
x 4.5 ft. with tonnage of 7.21 gross and 2.0
nett.
She was powered by a coal fired H.P.
Steam Engine of 8 N.H.P. with a 7inch
cylinder x 10 inch stroke.
The engine was built by McCall, Anderson
& Co. in Melbourne originally for the S.S.
“Sarah” in 1875.
In 1885, “Sarah” was converted to a barge
and her engines were transferred into the
newly built “Ariel”.
She was originally built for “The Lakes
Carrying Co. Ltd.” of Bairnsdale and passed through a number of owners till she disappeared from the register after 1916.
She was quite a little workhorse, being used for general cargo and passenger transport around the main lakes and rivers, a
stint of towing work at Lakes Entrance by towing larger vessels
across the bar, as well as also being advertised from time to time as
an excursion steamer.
During Edwardian times, many groups in the community took
advantage of an annual “cruise” such as Football and Cricket clubs,
Community Service organisations and Sunday School Picnics.
To the right is an old photo of “Ariel” which shows a large wedding
party on board with everyone in their finest attire.
Our drawing consists of a single large sheet containing full Lines,
General Arrangements and Sections, all to the scale of 1:24.
You can order with drawing number SP-216 and the plan costs
$35.00 plus P&P if required.
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S.S.“Tarra”
Another of the small Steamers was “Tarra” a clinker planked vessel built in Melbourne in 1869 as the “Ellen Woods”.
When first built she was used around Williamstown as a tug as well as providing a ferry service.
Constructed on dimensions of 53.0 x 11.9 x 4.4 ft., she was a bit larger than “Ariel”.
Not a lot is recorded of her machinery but we know the boiler was wood fired as she went aground in 1874 due to her
running out of wood fuel when on her way to Port Albert.
In 1871 Robert Turnbull purchased the vessel, renaming it “Tarra” in order to trade between Corner Inlet and Stockyard
Creek where gold mining was
in full swing at the time and
“Tarra” provided transport
for Miners going to and from
the diggings as well as their
much needed supplies.
In the 1880’s she shipped
cargos around the Gippsland
Lakes on a regular basis and
even traded to the Snowy
River.
To the right is a photo of
“Tarra” with a barge named
“Tambo” which she towed
regularly between Bairnsdale and Mossiface, providing her with an extra 100 ton cargo capacity for the Omeo and
Cassilis gold diggings.
She had a number of mishaps throughout her life,
sinking on several occasions but was raised and
repaired each time, working solidly until about 1920
when she was reported removed from the Register of
Shipping.
Her final fate is unknown.
The drawing is a single large sheet containing full
Lines, General Arrangements and Sections. Scale of
1:24.
You can order with drawing number SP- 215 and the
plan costs $35.00 plus P&P if required.
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