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P.S. “Enterprise” Gippsland Lakes

In the past, “Enterprise” was a very popular name for ships. We are now introducing the fourth “Enterprise” into our plans
range and the second Paddle Steamer so named.
The “Enterprise” from the Gippsland Lakes has a most interesting history, apart from the fact that it is regarded as the first
locally built Trading Steamer for service on the Lakes.
It was built on the bank of the Thompson River near Sale, known in the mid 1800’s as Flooding Creek.
Construction is credited to Phillip McArdell, an American entrepreneur who tried his hand at many businesses and
occupations, but other names are also connected with the construction and engineering of this vessel. Building of the Vessel
started in late 1857 and continued into the new year. When it was close to launching, the municipality was informed that the
Government of the Day had decided to build a bridge across the river, down stream of the construction site. The locals could
see that the design of the bridge prevented navigation on the river but no amount of protests and petitions would change their
mind (some things never change!). The new vessel was therefore trapped upstream of the new bridge with no way out.
It seems that God had other ideas, so He sent a flood to the area which picked up the hull, floating it around the bridge and
into navigable waters. The boat started life as a fairly small vessel with a keel length of 36’ but after demand for her services
continued to increase, she was lengthened to 64’ in about 1860.
Her trading continued to increase but in 1863 she was sold and steamed out of the lakes, eventually finding her way to New
Zealand where she was converted to a sailing schooner and eventually lost in a collision with a steam ship. Eighteen lives
were lost.
We have decided to start our plan collection of Gippsland Lakes Vessels with this, the first vessel built in the area. Not a lot
of visual information exists but recently a long forgotten, contemporary drawing of the boat surfaced in a library archive
in N.S.W., and this drawing, along with official registration details has allowed us to do a reasonable reconstruction of this
important vessel. With such a simple profile it would make a very good working model as it won’t be blown sideways like
the Murray River Boats with
extensive superstructures.
Our drawing consists
of a single large sheet
containing full Lines, General
Arrangements and Sections, all
to the scale of 1:24.
You can order with drawing
number SP-312 and the plan
costs $40.00
plus P&P if required.
Continued on page two:
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P.S. “Enterprise” Gippsland Lakes Continued
To the right is the only known visual of Gippsland’s P.S. “Enterprise”
which is suitable for reconstruction purposes.
It is a contemporary drawing of the vessel by artist Eugene Von Guerard
and shows a hull with clipper bow, trail boards, bowsprit and solid
bulwarks following the sponson line rather than the actual hull. The
“bobtail” square stern is typical of small sailing ship hulls of the period.
The position of the funnel in relation to the paddle wheel shaft indicates
the type of boiler used to power her simple 12 hp steam engine.
One thing we are unable to find is the colour scheme. A good guess would
be black hull with white trim, white paddle boxes, black funnel and natural
oiled timber spars, decks and deck houses, cargo hatch, etc..
Certainly not a flash vessel but indispensable in a period when roads and
rail connections were nonexistent.

GM72-029 Officers standing-Casual

GM72 Officers walking

GM72-31 Sailors in Overalls

GM72 Gun Crew in Overalls

MARITIME FIGURES - 1:72 Scale

In past newsletters we have shown newly released 1:72 figures.
The illustration of the top four groups are new and the others have not
been included in previous newsletters. All figures are sold unpainted
but some examples shown, indicate how this can really bring them to
life.
All figures shown are part of the Gunthwaite collection from the UK.
Sets come with three different figures and are available from the shop.

GM72-021 Airmen - Early WWII

GM72-018 Officers,Oilskin Suits

GM72-019 Fleet Air Arm Pilot

GM72-025 Relaxing / Reading

GM72-027 Sailors in Duffle Coats

GM72-026 Officers & Rating
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MODEL BOAT SHOW
Queenscliff Maritime Museum
September Saturday 29th - Sunday 30th

Whenever this Show has been held in the past, it has created a lot of interest. It attracts many models from lots
of Clubs and is a great showcase of the modellers skill.
Lots of people make it a weekend away and book accommodation for the weekend in Queenscliff or the
surrounding areas. Friday the 28th September is a Public Holiday in Melbourne, so you can start planning now
for a relaxing long weekend.
The Pool will also be in operation for working models.
All modellers are welcome to exhibit their models whether you are with a club or not. If you would like to be
part of this show, please contact the Queenscliff Maritime Museum on (03) 5258 3440 or directly through their
website https://www.maritimequeenscliffe.org.au
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